Kansas:  What she has and where she will go.

I did not grow up in Kansas and when I became an adopted daughter of this state, I decided it would be good to know as much as possible about her as I could. This project has certainly helped me to know Kansas much better than I ever had before.

One of the things that I wanted to know was just exactly what was in the state and a few facts and interesting trivia about her. I will share some of what I have learned with you (but then you probably know all this anyway).

Did you know?

There is a ball of twine in Cawker City that measures over 38 FEET in circumference and weighs more than 16,750 pounds?

The Rock Island Bridge, south of Ashland is the longest railroad bridge of its kind, measuring 1,200 feet long and is 100 feet above the Cimarron River.

There are waterbeds for horses that are used for surgery at Kansas State University College of Veterinary Medicine.

At one time it was against the law to serve ice cream on cherry pie in Kansas. Are you kidding me??????

The first woman mayor in the United States, Susan Madora Salter, was elected to office in Argonia in 1887.

The first African American woman to win an Academy Award was Hattie McDaniel for her role in Gone with the Wind. Hattie was from Kansas.

Kansas Inventors:  Almon Stowger of El Dorado invented the dial telephone in 1889; William Purvis and Charles Wilson of Goodland invented the helicopter in 1909; and Omar Knedlik of Coffeyville invented the first frozen carbonated drink machine in 1961.  Who knew?

The geographical center of the 48 contiguous United States is in Smith County.

Atchison is the home of the first woman granted a pilot’s license and the first woman to fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean:  Amelia Earhart.

More famous people:  Dwight D Eisenhower, 34th President of the United States from Abilene:  Buster Keaton, silent film comedian from Piqua; and George Washington Carver, who discovered more than 300 products made from the peanut, graduated from high school in Minneapolis in 1885.

There are just too many really interesting things to list, I suggest that you go to Google and look up the rest. It is quite an education on our state.

Our last block for our quilt is:  Kansas Tornado
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Cutting:
 (
Cut once on the diagonal
)
 
 

Brown:  two 3 7/8” squares
Beige 1:  two 3 7/8” squares
Red:  four 3 7/8” squares
Gold:  one 3 7/8” square: 
Beige 2:  one 3 7/8” square
Blue:  one 3 7/8” square
Green:  one 3 7/8” square 

 (
Cut twice on the diagonal
Discard 3 triangles
) 

 

Gold:  one 7 1/4” square
Beige 2: one 7 1/4” square
Blue: one 7 1/4” square
Green: one 7 1/4” square



 (
Cut twice on the diagonal
Discard two of the triangles
) 


 
 
Gold:  one 4 1/4” square
Beige 2:  one 4 1/4” square
Blue:  one 4 1/4” square
Green:  one 4 1/4” square.
 


Sewing:
Make four half square triangles with brown and beige 1.
 
Make four flying goose units using the 7 1/4” triangle from each color and the red 3 7/8” triangles . Sew a half sq triangle unit to each end of two of these.
 
Make one 1/4 square triangle unit using one of the 4 1/4” triangles from each color.  


 
Matching the colors, begin adding, first one 4 1/4” triangle, then one 3 7/8” triangle.  Square to 6 1/2”.      

Add the flying goose unit without the corners to the appropriate sides.  Add the flying goose with the half square triangles to the remaining sides.  Make sure the match your colors so that the tornado goes round and round as they tend to do.
Square to 12 1/2”.

Now to finish! Yeah!

You should now have 7 pieced blocks. You will now need to make 8 of the finishing Sunflower blocks.  This may seem tedious, however, they are quickly pieced.

For EACH block: 
Cut:  
Background:
four 3 ½” x 2” 
two 2” x 2”
two 4 ¼” squares:  sub-cut on the diagonal twice to make 4 triangles each.  You need a total of 8 for each block.

Light Gold:
Four 2 5/8” squares

Dark Brown:
Four 3 7/8” squares: sub-cut once on the diagonal for two triangles, you need a total of 8 for each block.

Dark Gold:
Four 2” squares.

6 Assorted gold, yellow, and tan prints:

One strip each 1 ½” x 9”

Sewing Directions:
Piece three of the 1 ½” strips together on the long side.  Make two strip sets.
Cut these into 1 ½” units.  From these make four nine-patch units.  Try to be as random in the placing as possible.  

Sew the nine-patches together to form the center square.



             






Sew the corners and the flying goose units in the same manner that you have used in the pieced center blocks.
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Sew the final blocks together and square to 12 ½”.

Be certain that you make 8 total blocks.



The final quilt is simple.  

Sew the monthly pieced blocks and the alternating Sunflower Pieced blocks in 5 rows of three each.  Begin the top and bottom row with the Sunflower block.

Inner Border:

Cut 6 strips of gold:  2 ½” x WOF:  Measure the top of the quilt and add inner border strips to the sides then top and bottom.

Outer Border:

Cut  8 strips of the border print:  6 ½” x WOF:  Measure your quilt top and add outer border strips to the sides then top and bottom.

Your quilt should measure 52” x 76”.  

Binding: Cut 7 strips 2 ½” x WOF for binding.[image: ]
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